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"= H E Words are ſo clear in theinſelves, fo 
Bl -- ml exprefſive of the Subject they contain, 
chat I shall have little occaſion to lay 
out any Part of the preſent Time, either in 


explaining them, or in forming an En- 


i, quiry. into the Connection they bear with ole! 1 
24 ceding, or thoſe which follow after; 
ben contain in them the T] great tural Butze 

of common Charity and ordinary Juſtice; which are 

both ſo neceſſary. to the Maintenance of Society, and 
the Preſervation of the Pbulick Good, that they 
re; inderd, the Baſis and Foundation upon which 
all Soriety does: fubpöſt. The firſt of them implies 


that Good - Will and Benevolence, by which the Mem- 


bers are diſpos'd; to aſſiſt, ſupport, and defend each 
other: The latter, chat Obligation to Truth and Ju- 
ſtice, which Alem in all the Intercourſe and 
n of Mankind; not 12 the Truth of Speech 
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private Bafinefs, but more eſpecially that where a Man 


15calld upon in | Matters of Publick Juſtice ; as when, 
for the Decifion of Strife in controverted Matters of 
Right, where the Reputation, the Eſtate, or, it may 
be, the Life of another is concern d; ; a publick Te- 
ftimony of Facts, falling within the Compaſs of 
Mens Meng Knowledge, ſhall be requir d of them. 


And becaufe the Nature of Man, corrupt and de- 


prav'd as tis, may ſwerve from theſe their ſo. natu- 
ral Obligations, when biaſs d by Intereſt, Prejudice, 
or Partiality; Temptations prevalent and ſtrong to 
2 Tranſgrefſion of them; it has been the Wiſdom of = 
= F154 and of all Times, y the 
ſtrongeſt Enga 
under; "which webe directing an Appeal ti 
1 0 Omniſcien and Omni] 8 
in both as 2 Witneſs of the Truth, and likewiſe an 
Avenger of Falſhood 
Rrongly' 
and Dread of the Divinity, infinite in Knowledge and 
Power ; whoſe Wrath they invite down upon their 
don Heads, whenever they, knowingly, deceive. So 
that from hence is to be had, the 
: poſlible; of. the Fidelity and Conſtaney of others 5 
and the Truth of what is deliver d, ma = 
preſum d upon, . becauſe it is not eafily to be conceiy'd 
of any Peron, that be can ürrive at ſuck a Piteh of 


to enforce theſe 
gements they could poſſibly lay. 


Being, that, alling d bim 


potent 


Perſons might be the more 
engag d 10 dleclere the Truth, dy a juſt Awe 


greateſt Security, 5 


y therefore be 


Impiety, as lightly. to ſtir ap the mr: Vengeance 
| What 


dation to be laid of Safety, or ordinary Security to 
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100S are 
to ber Nor and uncorrupt Simplicity of Mind, 
in that mutual Intercourſe there is between: them- in 
the common and ordinary Affairs of Lifſfſfdmmme. 
_ - Secondly, To make ſome Enquiry into the Nature, 

Uſe, and Obligation of thoſe Oaths, whereby Men, | 

in a Judiciary manner, atteſt the Truth of ſuch Facts 
as are neceſſary to be unraveld, in en, ec er 

ſuch Diſputes as may ariſe. And, N 
Thirahyj, What Confuſion and Ditturbance: ci ne- 


ceſſarily proceed from their not acquitting themſelves 


of theſe Obligations: How impious is the Guilt; 
and, conſequently; how dangerous 1 to themſelves 3 is 5 the 2 
unfairhfil Diſcharge „ 


= 1b, How natural Mens Oblig⸗ ations ate to Up- ok 
rightneſs,” and uncorrupt Simblicity of Mind, in that 
mutual Intercourſe there 1 is between them 1 in the com- 
mon and ordinary Affairs of Life. 

And all which is requir d to obtain Aﬀent to this, . 

is only acknowledging the Benefit and Advantag "of 

Men in Society to be ſuch, that there is no Foun- 


| themſelve without! it; as diſtinguiſning them om | 
Beaſts of Prey aud Rapine: This is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the Well being, both of a Reaſonable Na- 


wing in * and of 50 Individual. The Ro- 
3. man 


8 


man Orator has obſerv'd, it is by the Force of Reaſon, 
that Nature makes one Man à Friend to another, that 
ſhe moves us to the Love of Communication and 


Society, that ſhe implants in-us particular Affections, 


and dictates the Neceſſity of Communities and Coun- 


cils. Now this being: ſo, whatever appears to be a 
Proviſion for the Wag of Life in humane Society, 


| will likewiſe appear to be both u neoelſary and a.natu- | 
ral Duty. 


Among theſe, :the: krſt great F lea. Rule 


is: Juſtice, and Moral Honelly, to ſecure. againſt In- 
vaſion or Encroachnient on the Rights of others: This 
is that Ligament and Bond of Society it can never ſubC⸗ 
ſiſt without; it is indiſpenſably, it is eflentially neceſſar ß 
thereto; for by this alone is every Man's Property 
ſecur'd ta him, himſelf protected, as well from the 
ill Arts of Fraud and Couſenage, as from the more 
forcible Attacks of Violence, Oppreſſion, Injury, and 
Wrong. But of this, the ſole Foundation is Faith; 
that is, a Firmneſs and Truth in Words, Promiſes, A 
and Contracts; ſo neceſſary a Support of Juſt e, as 
not to be divided from it, but to the total R 
Subverſion of it: For as whatever any 
made over, to another by.Conſe 
diveſted himſelf. of all Title to; to likewiſe, Whatever 
is imparted? in Speech, or Conyerſation, the Right to 
Truth is made over with it; n the e Who 
aught ite receive be is, by any onceal- 
. of; Lat, r 


uin and 
Man has 


nt, or Bargain, he has 
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palpable, tho the Damage he ſuſtains may not affect 


him in the ſame Manner the other does. 


But this till is the loweſt Order of the Building, 
the firſt unpoliſh'd Draught of Society ; much higher 
to be rais d, to greater Perfection improv d, before it 


receives that Luſtre and Beauty it is capable of being 


adorn'd by. It is not enough that the ſeveral Parts 
are thus rudely join d, but they mult be compacted 
and united by the cloſeſt and moſt curious Joints. 
The Members of Society are not to take it for a full 
' Diſcharge of their Obligations, ſo long as they make 
no Infringements on it. There are many Social Ver- 
tues to be ſought after, as well as Injuries againſt it 
to be avoided, before it arrive at that Perfection, which | 
map beſt anſwer all the Ends and Defigns of i it. And 
theſe confiſt in that mutual Help and Aiftance. which 
every Advantage one Member op preferable to ano- 


ther may enable him to impart, to be communicative 
to the Intereſts of other Men, either in repelling In- 


juries from them, or conferring Benefits upon them; 
which is the true and proper Buſineſs of Mankind, as 


| they ſtand bound in Society to one another. 


Theſe, and many more Confiderations, would they 
not delay the Time from the principal Def ign of this 
Diſcourſe, might be greatly improv'd, to impreſs a 

juſt Senſe on Men, of their natural Obligation, at leaſt, 

d 8 FSincerity and Truth in all that regards the Com- 


merce of Mankind, as well as how much more cloſe- 


ly they are preſs d and bound upon them by the Im- 


provements of Religion ; ; by which, as' theſe are car- 


ried 


1 10 1 = 


bel higher, ſo is the general Happineſs Proportion 

ably advancd and extended. 

What are all the Rules of Love and Charity, ſo uni- 
verſally inculcated thro' the whole Doctrine of Chri- 
ftianity, but Rules of univerſal Humanity? That 
Men ſhare in the Concerns of others, reaching forth 

the Hand of charitable Succour, to aſſiſt in Diſtreſſes, 

to ſympathize with others Cares, to promote the In- 
terefts of every one, and to do it in ſuch manner as 


may afford them beſt Encreaſe of Happineſs and Sa- 


tisfaction: And if ſo, how Klagrerl le, how little 
NPY copfinniable; to thoſe ſeveral Ties of Duty, muſt ſuch 
Imaginations be, which are taken up with Deſigns of 
: Prejudice, and Evil againſt their Neighbour! 


And this does, in this place, ſeem. principally to re. 


| refed to oppreſs him in any of thoſe his Concerns 


of his diſputed Right, becauſe the loving of a falſe 
| Oath is join d ** nbice it. Which Ning of gene- 
ral Uſe and Practice for the ſettling and determining 
ſuch Rights, muſt confirm 5 in Tis Interpretation 
of the Prohibition: Let none of you imagine Foil in his 
Heart againſt his Neighbour, and love no ral Oath: _ 
theſe ſe are Things that I hate, ſaith the Lord. 


| hate to that particular Kind of Injuſtice, which is di- 
vvhich may fall into debate, and become the Subject : 


The Rule therefore is, "that Men ſhould be highly on 


careful in avoiding every Tem ptation which may lead 


them from the Truth, whenever they ſhall be call d = 


upon to bear Teſtimony, in ſtating ſuch Facts as may 
- * wa the — of their Knowledge: : An Of- 


fence, 


fence, - not more againſt Religion, and the Duty of a 


Chriſtian, than it is againſt Reaſon, Humanity and 
Nature itſelf 


And if Mens Obligations to Uprightnefs and Inte- 


grity, in the ordinary Commerce maintain'd between 


them, are ſo ſtriqly bound upon them by natural Ties, 
how much more fo are they render'd by that ſolemn 
Appeal to the Go Þ of Truth, which ſhall- be added 
in Confirmation of them ! And therefore let us W . 
on the Enquiry, 5 
Secondly, Into the Nature, Uk, and Obli zation of 


thoſe Oaths, whereby Veen, i im a Judiciary Way, atteſt 


che Truth of ſuch Facts as are neceſſary to be unravel'd, 

in order to decide thoſe Diſputes which may ariſe. 
And herein, let me only, at this Time, by way of 
5 Mention, barely obviate the Objection which ſome have 


1 rais d againſt the Lawfulneſs of Oaths in general, which, ; 


fo far from being grounded on any juſt Foundation, is 
productive of thoſe apparent Inconveniencies and Di- 


ſturbancies which are of the Nature of Sin, as being 5 


prejudicial to Communities, in oppoſing thoſe law ful, 
22s well as prudential Means, which are found neceſſary. 
to the firm Support and Connection of them. 
A firſt Argument, by way of Proof; might be taken 
from the Uſe and Practice in the Old Tellament: the 
general Cuſtom of the Patriarchs and holy Men before- 


the Law was given, and which was N by the 
Faw itſelf affix d to the determining Controverſies; 


as Exodus, chap. xxii. where we find ſeveral Laws ap- 


2 to the * W in Caſes of Da- 


2 
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mage, Treſpaſs, or the like: When the Cauſe of both 
Parties ſhall come before the Judges, then, ver. 11, it 
is expreſs d, An Oath of the Lord all be de weren them 
both, that * hath not put bis Hand unto his Neighbour” s 
| Goods, and the Owner of it ſhall accept thereof. 5 


But this will not be taken in Satisfaction by thoſe 


who deny not this, but affirm they are become unlaw- 
ful by the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ; yet will it be dif- 

ficult for theſe to render any juſt Reaſon, why the Pra- 
| Rice of Swearing, which, upon ſuch Occaſions, was 
not only lawful to Holy Men, but preſcrib'd. to them 

under the Old Covenant, ſhould not be ſo by the New : 
_ Eſpecially, fince it manifeſtly appears, both from the 
End of an Oath, which is of perpetual Uſe, and from 
the Form likewiſe, as well as Manner of 1 it, which has 
nothing of the Nature of Type, or Figure; that it 
does not any ways appertain to that Law of Ceremo- 
nies, abrogated by CHRIST. 


Not w ithſtanding which, they think that phe of * 


nibition, contain d in thoſe Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, Mat. v. 34. is expreſs and full: Yet; whoever 
attends but heedfully to the Scope and Def ign of that 
Diſcourſe, will readily find it bears no Relation to ſuch, 
Oaths as theſe would exclude by it; but to Speech only 
in ordinary Converſation; to idle, fooliſh, wanton uſing 
Gov's Name; the calling "Him in to witneſs, or appeal- 
ig to His Truth with a falſe Mind, IX in Matters 
trivial, or unlauful. pp TL oe 


And that no more than this i is SETS, "Appear 8 


the Concluſion of this Prohibition, Let Jour. Communica- 


ln ee tion 


TE 


fon be yea, yea ; nay, nay : Which, as it bears no Relation 
to any thing foreign to ſuch G ff. tion, ſo neither can 
it, with any juſt Freon, adit of Interpretation con- 
cerning other Matters. 
This I mention only i in the general, it not being any 
part of my preſent Deſign to enter into the Debate; but! „ 
to ſhew Men how: awful a Regard it behoves them to bear 
to Truth, at a Time when they lay themſelves under ſo 
ſtrict an Obligation as an Oath is; which has ever, and by 
all Nations, been efteem'd the ſtr ongeſt Lie, and the moſt 
| ſufficient; Security in, W lef, Rent Importance which 
could poſſibly be afforded. 0 
Me are toſd of the e ba Till, Sa they book 9 
upon this as the moſt ſacred Obligation in Nature; and 
5 2 they were not ſo ſtrict in any thing as in the Caſe of 
it: And whilſt they efteem'd'it a thing of ſo great Force, 
| &* fo venerable Authority, they believ'd the Sin of Perjury 
to be purſued with the ſevereſt Vengeance, and ſuch, as ex- 
tended itſelf. to the Poſterity of the Offender. 8 
Ot the Egyptians we find it reported, that by their Fog 7 
Perſons who. 1 75 forſworn themſelves were ad judg'd to 
capital Puniſhment, as guilty of the two greateſt Crimes, in 
violating; that Piety which they ow'd to God, and in de- 
ſtroy ing Faith from amongſt Men, the frongeſt Pillar of 2 


| Humane Society. 3041 61 


„ being an Act, in itſelf, of Divine Worſhip, and 
tending to the Honour of God, :inaſmach as it imports a 
full Acknowledgment of His Veracity, His Knowledge, 
His Juſtice, and His Power; nothing does ſo much betray 
Irreverence towards, or rather Contempt of, Him, as that 


— Freſumption ed Saved make the Appeal to 
ts, „ 


_ 
theſe: whilſt conſtious of the Falfneſs of it. So that Men 
mult firſt throw off all Fears arifing from, and ſubdue the 
Force of, Natural, as welt as of Reveal d Religi ion, before 
they can arrive at ſo horrid Impiety : For ais Fear of 

God muſt be preſuppos d, and is the ſole Foundation of 
that Belief the Oath is deſign d to obtain, and upon which 
the whole Streſs of the Obligation is laid: As it 1s, Deut. 
vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord ray Gt and: ſerve Him, and 
fear by His Nam. 
When a Superior, who has a Ri oht of Puniſhing, i is 
| appeal 'd ta as a Witneſs, his Vengeance is at the fame 
time invok d in caſe of Breach of Faith: But where alt 
Dread of that Superior is extinguiſh'd, there will be no- 
Apprehenfion of Vengeance, and conſequently no Securi- 
ty for Faith to reſt upon. ol 
The Uſe then of an Oath is Fufficiently to be eollefied = 
from what has been thus. urg d; namely, the Arriving at 
Certainty concerning particular Facts, which do in ſuch 
manner depend upon the Fidelity of the Speaker, as not 
dy any other Means to be diſeover d: ' For:Where a Mat- 
ter may be proy d by evident and convincing Reaſon, 
there is no recourſe to Oaths ; but when an Oath is to 
decide a Cauſe, then there is no Search made after other 
| Proof, other Evideiite. being of an inferiour Natire «= 
1 According to that of the Author to the Hebrews, An Oath 
| for Confirmation, is an End of all rife, ela p. vi. 16. There 
dan be no greater Humane Faith, than that which | 1s, a8 it ; 
were, atteſted and confirm d from Heaven, - 
And from hence likewiſe it does appear, tt t if there 
be any Diſagreement between the open Profeffion and the 
men Knowledge there is ſtill a Violation of wy; | 
= 


L151 


ad conſequently a Man becomes liable to the Puniſhment | 
attending on it. 


Neither is this Guilt avoided by the bare Abſtaining 
from direct Falſhood, but Care muſt be taken that there 
be no Doubts or Sufpicions i in the Perſon's. own Mind, 
concerning the Matter he bears Teſtimony unto, and that 
he does not raſhly venture farther than his Knowledge 

aud firm 2 ol ſafely guide him. Much leſs muſt 


he lean upon the Aſſiſtance of a little Art or Subterfuge, 


to evade the expreſs Meaning and plain Senſe of ſuch 
Words as ſhall be deliver'd by him: For Simplicity and 
Clearneſs of Expreſſion are neceſſary Conditions of an 
Oath ; by which, every Ambiguity of Phraſe, every Sub- 
tilty of Words, all tacit or mental Reſervation: whereby. 
they may admit of various Interpretation, differing from 
| what they appear expreſſive of, are totally lee as 


= talkng under the Imputation and the Guilt of Perjury. 
I be Terms, therefore, of an Oath are to be underſtood 5 


in that natural Senſe, which, according to the ordinary 
and receivd Manner 'of Speaking, they are wont to im- 
preſs upon the Mind of the Hearer, and not according 

| to ſuch Senſe as the Deliverer may, himſelf, by a ſecret 

Reſerve of his own Thoughts, deceitfully im fe And 
that this is a Condition neceſſary to be obſerv'd, is plain, EE; 
both. from the Nature and End of the Oath; ' which being = 
to confirm a Matter in itſelf doubtful, is wholly deſtroy d 
and ſubverted by the Want of 1 it; nor can there be any 


44 certain Credit or Dependence: EY Men, if a Perſon, 


giving in Teſtimony, was left at large ſo to enervate, and 
ſubdue the Senſe of thoſe: Words, which are to ſtrengthen 


e x itz by any double Meaning which ſhall take 


C2 from 
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from them all kheir Force, and the Effect of them: For 


if ſo, an Oath would at be the End, but the Begin- 
ning of Strife; ; and rather promote new and endleſs Di- 
ſputes, than ſettle and compoſe the old. Nor can there 
be a bolder Prophanation of the Name of Go p, than to 
call upon Him, as a Witneſs, and a Searcher of the Heart, 
in Teſtimony of the Truth of thoſe Words which are 
_ artfully contriv'd to deceive; which are not intended 
to agree with that ſecret. Interpretation the Perſon re- 
ſerves within his own Breaſt to make his Advantage 
of. What is it but to make Him the Patron of Falſ- 
| hood and Deceit, who neither can be impos'd on Him- 
ſelf, nor will impoſe on any? For this Reaſon it is, the 
7 Roman Orator has ſaid, © Fraud, or a Deſign of cir- 
“ cymventing by an Oath, aggravates the Guilt without 
9 diſſolving the Perjury. ö 
In his is what we find fo expreſly een be Royal 5 
2 Prophet, when, upon enquiring who ſhall abide in the 
Tabernacle of the Lord, he ſays, He that walketh uprightly, 
and worketh. Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth from his 
_ Heart, Pſal. xv. 2. And again the ſame Anſwer ſerves 
the fame Enquiry, Pſal. xxiv. 4. He that hath clean Hands, 
and a pure Heart, who hath not lift up his Soul to Vanity, nor 
ſworn deceirfully : That is, he who offends not againſt 
the Rules of Juſtice, nor of Mercy, but is careful to re- 
frain from that Guilt of the Tongue, in delivering any 
thing which he is not ſincerely perſuaded to have clear 
and expreſs. Truth in it whoſe inward Thoughts and 
_ Conſent agree with the AR of Speech; who e not 
Uſe of treacherous, deceitful Means to advance his own 
5 Een, or r defraud other _ In a word, no Oath is 


law- 
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lawful, which has not every of the three Conditions 
ex preſs d by the Prophet Feremy, for the juſt Su pport 
and Foundation 'of — Thou Jhalt ſwear in Truth; in 
Julgment, and in Righteouſneſs, chap. iv. 2. By the frſt, =» 
is condemn'd manifeſt and direct Falſhood ; then, that 
which Men have not full and ſufficient Affurance of; 
and, laſtly, this, of Guiſe and baſe Deceit: All ok 
which do, tho“ differing i in Kind, fall equally under 
the Prohibition of my Text; and do ſeverally come 
under the Denomination of that falſe Oath, which Goo 
deere, his Hatred of. 
But if 1 have now diſcharg'd my Subjeft i in a pro- 
per Manner, concerning the Nature, Uſe, and Obliga- 
tion of an Oath, my Third Head will make its o wn 


Way, and require but little to enforce the juſt Uſe of 
it: For the Evilsand Diſturbances which muſt neceſ- 
fſarily ariſe, where the Sin of Perjury prevails; ; the 


general Diſorder growing from it; the Prejudice to 
publick Communities, all the Advantages and Ends of 
which are at once ſubverted by it, their Foundations 
raz'd, where no Man's Property "might be ſafe, the 
| Rights of none could be ſecur'd, nor that Harmony, 

by which it fubſiſts, be maintain d amongſt the Mem- 
bers of it; all Order be inverted; 
unſettl'd, "whilſt Anarchy, Diſcord and Confuſion, Con- 


____ tention and endleſs Debate, muſt rage, to vex and 


plague Mankind: All of theſe, I ſay, and many more, 
dao ſo naturally offer themſelyes to View, from a bare 
Reflexion on the foregoing Diſcourſe, that it were Re- 


gn. ſcarce — to purſue it farther here. 
"A 


the Grounds of Peace 


a} 
And as for the L Danger likewiſe grow ing as ſo com- 
plicated Wickedneſß, pointed ag the Head of. thoſe 
who are harden'd in it, ſo many, and ſo terrible are 
the Judgments from the Word of God expreſs d, ſe- 
verely expreſs d againſt it, tbat the Benin) would grow 
tedious on our Finne 
So open is its Guilt, 50 edirjons? wo th ler & reflect 
ing Obſc rver, is the Vengeance j in cloſe Rurſair upon 
it, that no Aggravation is wanting to enhance it. The 
: Judgme nts of Almighty Gop ſo frequently oertake, 
and are ſo noted in theſe Steps, that every one can, 
eaſily trace them; and every one who does ſo, cannot 
but tremble at the Dread and Horrour of them. A 
ſecret Curſe attends upon it, to prey, as a Canker, on 
its promis d Gains; eating: and conſuming: every, Ad-. 
vantage the perjur'd Criminal had; flatter d his Thirſt 
of Rapine with. This is that Word, cloath'd about 
with Death; it is the Plague e which: never ſhall de- 
part the Houſe: of: him wil; is infected with it, b but | 
\ | ſhall render it dreadful in Calamity, Woe, and Deſo- 
lation: Will expoſe him a Spectacle of Shame, the 
1 Object of Neproach and Scorn ; purſue. him 
in his Poſterity, and make them Heirs to Infamy and 
— 5 ih the en the Entail of bis Guilt: and bis 
Injuſtice. — 
_ kink ndeed, were thre ee Atgumeni to pre- 
vail on Men to a full Diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties 
of religious Honeſty, of eon leientious Fidelity and 
Truth, as well in all'. heir Dealings with each: other, 


as in this fo. facredan COR 3 were the Teen, 
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of eternal juſtice Alear; 3 yet certainly the Diſappoint- 
ment of thoſe Advantages they expect, in vain, from 
the ill Arts of Injuſtice, Fraud, Suſi ge, Oppreſ⸗ 
ſion, Falſhood, and Deezit, were itſelf fuicent to ſup- 
preſs theſe, and recommend the former, {ince they = 
ſo generally allow'd, and found to be the beſt Arts of 
_ thriving in the Wolld, that thoſe indeed who are void 
of them, are nevertheleſs, ſo well appris'd of their 
peculiar Worth and Excellence, of their direct Ten- 
dency to ſecure an Intereſt in Mankind, as with their 
utmoſt Skill and Dextefity to apply themſelves to the i 
Counterfeit of them, that by fuch Appearance they 
2 reap the Fruit of -a real undefigning Integrity. 
And herein it is, that for ſome time "oy do readi- 
iy find" their Atcotnt} but it holds not 
falls of! the Cotriterfeit ig eh, and hen there is an 
End. Exploded they are by all; hunted down -with 
a full Cry of Infamy, and tudicuſly avoided :: Their 
Hopes of Tuttle Advantage fink at onee, and the 
Gals already made cbecbofhe impr olpereus and un- 


Men know not how; - whilſt thoſe of others improve 


the» Man 


| found; by unſeen Methods of Providence they decay, 


upon their Hands, grow ſafe in their Poſſeſſion, and . 


main a Bleſſing to themſelves and late Poſterity. ——_ 
So ordinary an Obſervation. is it, that this religious 

Honeſty, this pious Integrity, is uſually, in proverbial 

_ Phraſe, expreſsd to be the beſt Contrivance, the moſt 

political Method of ſecuring and advancing a Man's 


Secular Defigns in the World. But 1 ipebear to — 
the Argumente any father. . SS =" 
et 


1 Let us only, as Embaſſadors of C15 15 as tho 


1 who are iniſtrucked both 40 .8dmoniſh1.apd-exhort.; 

who haye it in, Charge g proclaim the glad Tidings 
Of Salvation to them who fulfill all Righteouſnels, 
and denounce the, heavy Wrath o op upon all the 


© +» 4 


Workers of -Iniquity, chat they ſhall pexiſh/:., Le! 
exhort and perſuade Men, that they carefully, abſtai 
from this, ſo great Tranſgreſſion that they would 
avoid it as the Adder's Poiſon, or the nk s Sting; 
as every thing baneful and deſtructive 3 a8 whatever 
their Nature has in greateſt Abhorrence and Deteſta, 
tion; that they be e cy wi % Bu 
faithful y diſcharging themſelves of theſe, a 
their Obligations, they deliver their Soul fr 
ald receive the Recatnpence! oft good. | - 1'» 
void of all Offence, "oye N 85 5 and toward ls 
Mag. No Poi! Th 73 Nas 97 N57 7 7 by webs 5 
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